Deschutes River [tinerary

3-DAY OVERNIGHT TRIP

TRIP AT A GLANCE

Difficulty:

Class Il and IlI+ | Family & Beginner Friendly
Length:

50+ miles | 3 days, 2 nights

Meeting Location:

River Drifters Deschutes River Outpost
600 Timber Lane, Maupin, OR 97037

Meet Time:

8:30AM

Getting Here:

Maupin is about 100 miles by car from the
Portland/ Vancouver Area and about 90 miles from
Bend. All our rafting trips start on time so please
plan accordingly. Plan your travel ahead of time by
checking estimated drive times, as well as Oregon
Trip Check for current delays and road closures

PLAN PREPARE GO

Book your trip Ready your gear Enjoy your adventure

Please keep in mind that every trip is different, as the weather, water flow, and group dynamics all
influence the trip pace. Start times may vary depending on the day’s events. We appreciate your flexibility
to compensate for any unforeseen changes to the itinerary.

We are thrilled you have chosen to raft the Deschutes River with River Drifters! Below you will find ad-
dional information and details about your upcoming rafting trip. Please plan ahead and bring a sense of

adventure and discovery to ensure a wonderful trip.
riverdrifters
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ABOUT THE DESCHUTES RIVER

The Deschutes River is designated a National Wild and
Scenic River and Oregon Scenic Waterway. In total it runs
approximately 250 miles from its headwaters in the Cascade
Mountains near Bend, Oregon to its confluence with the
Columbia River. The 3-day overnight stretch of the Lower
Deschutes River covers about 50 river miles and contains
numerous exciting class II-11l+ rapids.

The river winds through a deep and picturesque canyon
with spectacular basalt cliffs and fascinating geology. An
abundance of wildlife, including bighorn sheep, black- tailed
deer, osprey, eagles, bobcats, coyotes, trout, steelhead, river
otter, and beaver all call the Deschutes River home. In the evening the sun drops over the canyon rim
creating stunning sunsets, and on clear nights the star gazing is extraordinary. The Deschutes River also has
a rich cultural history and remain a vitally important and cherished river to many.

The multi-day section of Lower Deschutes provides plenty of sunshine and fun for beginners, families, and
experienced boaters alike, making it one of the most frequently rafted rivers in Oregon. The river contains
the perfect combination of thrilling whitewater, phenomenal camping, magnificent scenery, diverse and
abundant wildlife, and a chance to get away and relax in the outdoors.

TRIP DETAILS

CHECK-IN

Check-in time is 8:30am at the River Drifters Outpost
in Maupin, Or. Guests will check in with one of our
guides in front of the office. You’ll pack your personal
belongings into a waterproof dry bag (provided by
River Drifters), change into river clothes, use the
restroom, etc. We sell many commonly forgotten
items, such as sunglass straps, sunscreen, lip balm,
and more in our retail shop as well. Guest car keys
are kept secured in our office during your trip. After
packing is complete, the group will load up into the
shuttle vehicle and drive to the river put-in.

It is about an hour drive to the put-in at Trout Creek,
and we usually arrive by 11:00am. Our guides will
unload equipment, put the final touches on preparing

the rafts, give a safety talk, and provide instructions | x

on paddle strokes. Then, time to go rafting!

OUR GUIDES

Our guides are accomplished in outdoor skills and
trained in first aid, GPR, and river rescue. They are
environmental stewards of the outdoor areas where
we work and play and are knowledgeable about the
natural and cultural history of the area. They are fun,
interesting people who have a passion for rivers and
guiding. If you have questions about rafting or the
unique features of the Deschutes River, ask and they
will be happy to share what they know
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DAILY ROUTINE

SANITATION

A typical day on the water includes five to eight
hours of rafting, a lunch break, swimming breaks,
and wildlife viewing. Evenings at camp are a great
time to go hiking, toss the Frisbee, fish, read a book,
take a nap, or relax by the water in a camp chair.
Keep in mind that every trip is different, as the
weather, water flow, campsites, and group dynamics
all influence the trip pace and itinerary. Campsites
along the overnight section of the Deschutes River
are first-come, first-served which is why our guides
aim to hit the water at a standard time each day.

There are many campsites along the Deschutes with
developed toilet facilities. All rafts are required to
carry an approved portable toilet, which serves as a
back-up when developed toilets are not available. If
the portable toilet is needed during a trip, our guides
will ensure it is set up in a private location and
discuss its use and the “key” system with guests.
River Drifters practices Leave No Trace ethics,
meaning we pack out all trash (including food scraps)
and use only biodegradable soap for washing dishes.
We expect our guests to help us adhere to Leave No
Trace practices by ensuring no trash or food scraps
are discarded into or along the river or left behind
at camp. If you have any questions about personal
sanitation, please don’t hesitate to ask your guide.

FISHING

The Deschutes River is well known among anglers
for its wild trout and steelhead. Regulations allow

~«.. fishing only from riverbanks or while wading in the

All meals, including kid-friendly options, are supplied
by River Drifters, and prepared by your guides during
the trip. Meals include a wide variety of fresh meats,
cheeses, grains, fruits,and vegetables. We also provide
plenty of snacks and water throughout the trip. Our
online registration gives guests an opportunity to
share dietary needs or allergies with us prior to your
trip. We ask that registration is completed at least
one week before your trip so we can do our best to
accommodate any needs or restrictions. Please give
us a call with any specific questions about meals.

Dietary Restrictions
We can accomodate most allergies and dietary restrictions
including Gluten Free, Vegetarian, and Vegan diets. All
guests must fill out registration at least one week prior, in
order for us to provide accomodations.

water. For trout, the season is year-round on the
Lower Deschutes. If you'd like to bring your fishing
rod and equipment and give it a go, please purchase
a fishing license prior to arriving at the River Drifters
outpost. Additionally check the Oregon Fisheries
and Wildlife rules and regulations for fishing on the
Deschutes River.

WILDLIFE VIEWING

The Deschutes River canyon is a diverse ecosystem
and home to many different animal and plant species.
The Deschutes River is particularly exceptional
for birding with a vast assortment of bird species
including birds of prey, ducks, geese, kingfishers,
blackbirds, wrens, orioles, dippers, magpies, and
many more. Oftentimes, we are fortunate enough to
see a variety of wildlife on our rafting trips. Guests
are welcome to bring along field guide books and
small binoculars or spotting scope to enhance your
wildlife viewing.
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PREPARING & PACKING

WEATHER

In the summertime the weather in Eastern Oregon is typically very warm & mostly dry. However, you must
be prepared for rain & wind in every season. Below is a chart of average temperatures & rainfall in Eastern

Oregon during the rafting season. Please check the weather forecast prior to your trip!

60°F 10°F

T1°F

86°F 81°F 82°F

30°F 46°F 53°F 59°F 55°F 50°F
13" 1” 157 l§ 157 25"
GEAR DRY BAGS

Your comfort is our top priority. River Drifters
handles all trip logistics, provides all necessary
camping provisions and rafting gear, and makes sure
that you have professional, experienced, and well-
trained guides. Please read through and adhere to
our packing recommendations as it improves your
comfort while on the river and at camp. If you have
any questions about the gear list, please call our
office at 1-800-972-0430.

WETSUITS & SPLASH JACKETS

Wetsuits and splash jackets are recommended for
spring and fall trips, and for guests spending time
in inflatable kayaks. The wetsuits are 2-3ml “farmer

When you meet your guides at our Maupin Outpost
on the morning of the first day, you will receive a dry
bag for all personal items. When fully packed, the
dry bag measures about 16 inches in diameter and
33 inches in height (roughly the size of a garbage
bag). ALL your personal items, including a sleeping
bag must fit inside this one bag (tents and pads
can be separate). We highly recommend bringing
stuff sacks, large zip lock bags, or divider bags to
organize your helongings within the dry bag. These
dry bags will NOT be accessible during the day. We
have separate, small “day” dry bags guests can carry
on the paddle raft for items such as sunscreen, rain
gear, camera, snacks, warm layers, etc.

John” style, which is combined with a splash jacket to

provide full- body coverage. Wetsuits and/or splash

jackets are suggested when the air temperature is |

15°F or cooler, however children and individuals who

get cold easily may want these additional layers when

the air temperature is forecasted to be hetween 75°F
to 80°F. Wetsuits and splash jackets are provided by
River Drifters and our guides will issue out this gear
on cooler weather trips or upon request.
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The Layering System
The layering system allows you to add or remove layers of
clothing to stay comfortable in response to changes in weather
and conditions

Base Layer: Long underwear (tops and bottoms)
made of either wool or synthetic materials, such as
polyester, wick moisture away from the skin & are
quick to dry. Long underwear is an essential first
layer for both the river & camp.

Middle Layer: Fleece, which is also made of
synthetic materials, or a heavyweight wool shirt
or sweater both make an excellent middle layer in
wet and/or cool weather. Both are great insulators
and are quick to dry.

Outer Layer: We recommend that guests bring
a rain jacket and pants, even if there is absolutely
no rain being forecasted. That’s because rain gear
makes a great windbreaker and insulator in cooler
weather and at night. Coated nylon or breathable
fabrics (like Gore-Tex) are best. We will provide
you with a splash jacket for on-river protection
from wind and cold water.

IN-DEPTH RESOURCES:

“What to Wear White Water Rafting”

“How to Pack and Prepare for Multi-Day Rafting”

CAMPING CLOTHES

(FOR NOT S0 WARM WEATHER)

CAMPING CLOTHES

BOATING CLOTHES

(FOR NOT S0 WARM WEATHER)

Air temperature and weather on a multi-day
trip can change dramatically between day and
night as well as vary from day to day. Therefore,
the clothing you pack and wear should be

able to accommodate for these fluctuations in
conditions and weather.

Loose, quick-drying, durable, & non-cotton
clothing is ideal for river trips. Cotton should
not be worn on the river because it’s slow to dry
and will lower your body temperature. (There

is a wide range of affordable shirts and pants
made of synthetic materials.)

Wear clothing that you don’t mind getting wet
or dirty.
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PACKING LIST

ON THE RIVER AT CAMP OPTIONAL G
ear Rentals
* T-Shirts/ Tank Top « Shirts « Fishing gear and _r—_
» Shorts - Pants fishing license Tents, sleeping bags,
«  Swimsuit « Shorts * Book and sleeping pads are
* Long sleeve « Camp shoes * Journal & pen available to rent on our
sunshirt « Socks - (Cards, dice, or Deschutes River Trips.
- Watershoes « Underwear small games Please reach out to our
« Hat « Beanie « Binoculars gfggﬁ:ttzf‘fvmagtweegi
 Sunglasses with Pt_lffyjacket or * Insect re_pellent el needto%ent
strap wind breaker - Dramamine through us. Otherwise
- Water bottle with  + Personal toiletries + Personal snacks  FSTIE IR T L2
carabiner or strap + Feminine hygiene < Personal alcohol providing your own
« Rain jacket & rain products Spring/ Fall Trip
pants * Headlamp & spare Recommended:
. Pers_onal_ batterle_s - Synthetic base Riverdrifters
medications « Camp pillow layers (tops & Provi
rovides
« Suncreen « Small towel hottoms
« Chapstick - Sleeping Bag, pad, - Extra beanie. All rafting gear®
and tent - Extra fleece jacket PEPYRIRATEIR
« Extra wool socks (~16” diameter x

33” tall) and small
personal day bags
Camp chairs

Please understand we have limited space available while on an overnight trip.
Each guest will recieve one large drybag for their belongings, which will offer
plenty of space!

*splash gear will be provided
based on temperature and
conditions; helmets are optional
but always available by request

We highly recommend using suitcase packing cubes or ziplock bags to
oraginzie your belongings. This will make packing easier, and allow you to
maximize space in your dry hag.

Personal Responsibility & Accountability

s it of utmost importance to us at River Drifters to provide a safe, enjoyable, and memorable rafting
experience for our guests. To help us offer the best rafting experience possible we ask our guests to practice
personal responsibility and accountability. This includes planning and preparing ahead of time for your trip,
knowing the weather forecast and conditons, being aware of our cancellation and “no show” policies, arriving
on time to our meeting location, bringing the necessary clothing and gear with you, and being courteous to
fellow rafters, wildlife, and the natural environments we visit. River Drifters staff is available and happy to
assist you in getting ready for your rafting trip on the Deschutes River.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

IS TIPPING APPROPRIATE?

Our guides work very hard throughout the season to
ensure that guests have an enjoyable trip. As such,
tips are very much appreciated by our guides. Tips
normally range from 10%-15% of the trip cost. How
much you tip should depend on your satisfaction
with your trip and your financial means. Most people
tip the lead guide, who will split the money equally
among the crew. There is no ATM on site, please
bring cash for tipping. Most of our guides will also
have VENMO for accepting tips.

ARE PHOTOS TAKEN DURING THE RAFTING TRIP?

River Drifters has a photographer that takes pictures
of the rafts going through some of the more well-
known rapids, such as Wapinitia, Box Car, & Oak
Springs. We try our best to capture a variety of
photos of each raft, however our photographers are

busy photographing all our trips leaving at different

start times throughout the day so photos may vary.

IS THIS TRIP APPROPRIATE FOR KIDS?

The Deschutes River full day trip is appropriate for

most kids ages 4 and older. A child’s maturity level
and weight should also be considered when deciding
if this trip is appropriate for your child(ren). Please
call us to discuss your situation.

DO YOU HAVE LODGING RECOMMENDATIONS?
Riverrun Lodge
Imperial Lodge
The Oasis Resort
Deschutes Motel
Balch Hotel (In Dufur, OR, approx. 15-20 minutes
north of Maupin)
There are also lodging options in The Dalles, Hood
River, & Government Camp area

HOW DOES OUR GEAR GET DOWN THE RIVER?

On an overnight trip, most of your gear will be taken
down the river in our gear raft, a separate guided raft
that is used to transport personal belongings, food,
and camp set ups. Paddle rafts will typically follow
with 4-8 guests, and meet back with our gearboater
at camp. Guests can request a small day bag to carry
any essential personal items they will need access
to during the day, as you will not have access to the
gearboat until you arrive at camp.

CAN WE USE INFLATABLE KAYAKS?

Guides will pack 1-2 inflatable kayaks (based on
group interest) that guests can take turns using
throughout the trip. Helmets are required and will
be provided when IKing.

DO YOU HAVE CAMPING RECOMMENDATIONS?
Maupin City Park

Riverview Campground

Primitive camping along the Deschutes River
Access Road available on a first come, first
served basis.

Many campgrounds in Mt. Hood National Forest

DO YOU HAVE DINING RECOMMENDATIONS?
We highly recommend the following lunch & dinner
spots, all of which are family-friendly:

Imperial Bar & Grill

Riverside Restaurant

Deschutes Oasis Cafe
You can also ask your guide for suggestions for
restaurants & must-see sites on your drive home

HAVE OTHER QUESTIONS?

Please feel free to contact our office at 1-800-972-
0430, office@riverdrifters.net, or through Live Chat
on our website. Once on the river, our experienced &
knowledgeable guides will be happy to answer any
questions you have.
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LAST MINUTE DETAILS...

1. FILL OUT WAIVERS AND REGISTRATION

In order to provide you with the best trip possible, we need some information from you. Please check
your email to fill out your personal waiver and registration. Each guest must have a signed waiver prior to
launching on the water. We must know all dietary restrictions and allergies 7 days prior to your launch date
to give our staff time to shop and properly prepare for your Deschutes River Trip.

2. PURCHASE TRAVEL INSURANCE AND KNOW OUR CANCELLATION POLICY

We highly recommend purchasing travel insurance for your Deschutes River Overnight. Travel insurance
will cover your trip against unforseen circumstances that prevent you from attending your trip. There are
several travel insurance options. Do your research and pick the best option for your trip. Some options we
recommend are Travel Guard Insurance or Allianz Travel Insurance.

You can review our cancellation policy here

3. DOUBLE CHECK YOUR PACKING LIST

Please review our suggested packing list and make sure you have everything you need for your trip.
Check the weather and pack accordingly. Please contact our office to rent any camping gear you will
need for the trip. All camping gear rentals must be arranged 7 days prior to your trip.

4. KNOW WHEN AND WHERE TO MEET US

MEETING LOCATION: RIVERDRIFTERS MAUPIN OUTPOST; 600 TIMBER LANE MAUPIN, OR
91031

MEET TIME: 8:30AM

riverdrifters
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